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Mano Singham is a professor of nuclear physics at Case 
Western Reserve University in Cleveland. I first became 
aware of Prof. Singham through his recent thought-pro- 
voking article, The Science and Religion Wars (2000). In 
Quest for Truth, Dr. Singham expands on the subject intro- 
duced in his Kappan article. He also delves fully into the 
realm of the philosophy of science. His insights are intrigu- 
ing and in places difficult to understand. But the book is 
nevertheless an excellent read for those interested in the 
overlap between science and religion. 

Prof. Singham starts out by describing four models of 

“creationism”: 

1. Creation science, the belief that “the universe, life, hu- 
mans, and other major species were created more or less 
whole by a divine Creator within the last ten thousand 
years or so” (p. 9). 

. Gap theory, in which the “creation process could have 
involved multiple cataclysms and creations and is flexi- 
ble enough to accommodate most geological evidence” 
(p. 9). In other words, the universe is old and God inter- 
vened only at specific critical times in history. 

. Day-age model, in which the “six ‘days’ of creation in the 
Genesis story are interpreted metaphorically as repre- 
senting long but indeterminate periods of time4” (p. 
10). 

4. Intelligent design, in which proponents “infer that some 
form of divine guidance (a Creator) had to be present 


and actively involved 4 to explain the appearance of 

life in all its present forms” (p. 11). 

One may quibble a bit with Singham’s terminology; for 
example, intelligent design proponents do not normally re- 
fer to their position as creationist. However, it is clear from 
the book that Dr. Singham has studied creation positions 
in detail and knows the basic tenets. 

Singham accurately defines what he calls the creation- 
ist point of view: “If there is one common thread that all 
creationists share, it is that the world as we know it now is 
too complex and subtle to have come about without the ac- 
tive and repeated intervention of an external agent or a 
diety, acting outside the laws of science” (p. 11). 

Singham goes on to contrast this with the naturalist 
point of view: “The scientific establishment, conversely, 
starts with the assumption that all natural phenomena 
should be explainable by natural |material, physical] laws 
that can be discovered using the methods of science” (p. 
13). Since supernatural miracles “have no place in this 
framework” (p. 13), the creationist and naturalist world- 
views are inevitably in conflict. (It may be noted that many 
scientists do not support this definition, but Singham is 
certainly correct that the science establishment adopts a 
naturalistic posture.) 

Prof. Singham laments the fact that “there secms to be 
very little attempt by any of the protagonists in the science- 
religion wars to really understand what the other groups 


